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Testimony in support of Raised Bill No. 5788
AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SOLAR ROOF PROGRAM
' Testimony regarding Raised Bill No. 572
AN ACT CONCERNING CARBON-FREE GENERATION

" Thank you for the opportunity to testify before this committee. Clean Water Action is a non-
profit organization which since 2002 has worked with citizens across the state to lead town-level
20% by 2010 clean energy initiatives.

Clean Water Action strongly supports the expansion of solar incentives to help us build an
in-state solar industry. The CT Clean Energy Fund has a fast-growing solar photovoltaic (PV)
rebate program which has supported over 300 solar installations since its recent inception. A
range of municipalities are also considering solar PV, from Naugatuck to New Haven. The main
barrier is a lack of funding to provide assistance to all those interested in solar systems.

Connecticut has the potential to be a world leader in solar electricity, rivaling New Jersey or
California (on a proportional basis). Thanks to our geography and climate, Connecticut has
better solar potential than world-leader Germany and could benefit significantly from new

- investments in distributed, peak-coincident, fuel-free solar PV. New investments in solar will
create clean, green in-state jobs mounting, wiring, selling and maintaining these systems. These
are jobs that can never be shipped out of state.

This bill takes a positive sfep forward by setting goals for the number of solar roofs in

Connecticut by 2012. Working with the experts at the non-profit Vote Solar we have detailed a
longer-term proposal to bring solar into the mainstream in Connecticut.

Key Elements of a Connecticut Solar Rooftops Program

1. Give the Industry Investment Certainty: Set Megawatt Goals and an End Date

Our neighbor Massachusetts announced in late January it will ramp up its solar initiatives
dramatically, increasing from 4MW to 250MW by 2017 !, Connecticut needs to send similar
long-term signals to draw more companies into the CT solar industry.

We propose a target of 5% of peak power from solar PV by 2020 which would put
Connecticut on par with California as a leader in solar PV. This would work out to 280
megawatts of solar energy installed on approximately 100,000 roofs in every town across

! http://www.mas'stech.org/renewableenergy/newsfcEip_()1_2 8 08.htmi
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